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mented in silver, the hems sewed with gold, the buttons
made of diamonds," he presented himself first to Charles
and then to the Empress, and officially asked for the1
hand of their eldest daughter, Maria Theresa.

They were a very handsome couple. Maria Theresa
was still a slender girl, and she carried herself beautifully.
" Her walk is graceful and majestic," Count Podewils,
Frederick the Great's Ambassador, later described her
to the King of Prussia, " her figure is round and full,
her hair is blonde with a reddish tint, her deeply blue
eyes are very large and full of life and sweetness. Her
nose is very straight. Her white teeth show up charm-
ingly when she laughs. Though her mouth is large, it
is pretty. Her neck and her chest are beautifully shaped,
and her hands are delicious . . . though she does not
take very great care of her skin, her complexion is fresh
and clear. Her manners are vivacious and pleasing;
she is always gracious. Maria Theresa is a charming
and most attractive woman."

Immediately after their engagement Maria Theresa
and Francis signed a formal declaration that they would
make no claims to the throne if Charles was still to have
a son. As Elisabeth-Christina had not borne any
children for ten years, and as she had grown tremend-
ously stout and old, this clause seems harsh, for it could
only have referred to a second marriage of Charles,
made possible by her death. But Charles's concentra-
tion on the Pragmatic Sanction had now become an
intense, almost mad, preoccupation, which overshadowed
all other considerations and sentiments. When Maria
Theresa signed this Renunciation Document, as it is
called, after her formal engagement to Francis, she, too,
was actually ratifying the Pragmatic Sanction, just as
the great foreign powers had done.